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Ruling 
slams 
former 
bail plan 


Appeals court 
agrees with judge 
it’s unfair to poor 


By Gabrielle Banks 


An appeals court 
Wednesday upheld most 
of a federal district judge’s 
historic ruling that changed 
Harris County’s bail prac- 
tices, agreeing the previous 
bail system was unconsti- 
tutional and unfair to low- 
level indigent defendants. 

The circuit court, how- 
ever, ordered her to recon- 
sider her ruling on several 
matters and revise an in- 
junction it found overly 
broad. 

The opinion by the 
three-judge panel affirmed 
the Houston lower court’s 
conclusion in April that the 
county’s bail process did 
not protect poor detainees 
from bail being imposed as 
“an instrument of oppres- 
sion.” 

The appeals court con- 
cluded that indigent people 
in Harris County “sustain 


‘Horrific, horri 
17 slain at Florida school 


fic day’: 


Joel Auerbach / Associated Press 


“With this decision, Distraught parents wait for news from a shooting rampage at a high school in Parkland, Fla., on Wednesday. 
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confusion in the aftermath of 
the shooting. 

“It’s catastrophic. There 
really are no words,” said Is- 
rael, whose own triplets grad- 
uated from the well-regarded 
high school. The victims in- 
cluded several students and 

School continues on A13 


Dec. T Two students were 


killed by a gunman disguised as a 
student in Aztec, N.M. 


Sept. 13 A 15-year-old boy 
was killed in Rockford, Wash., 
and three female students were 
wounded when another 
15-year-old boy opened fire. 


High, a school of more than 
3,000 students in a tony sub- 
urb northwest of Fort Lau- 
derdale where houses sit on 
broad lots. 

The Broward County 
sheriff identified the suspect 
as Nikolas Cruz, who had re- 
cently attended the school but 


PARKLAND, Fla. — A 
heavily armed 19-year-old 
who had been expelled from 
a South Florida high school 
opened fire on campus 
shortly before classes let out 
Wednesday, killing 17 people 
while terrified students bar- 


an absolute deprivation of 
their most basic liberty in- 
terests — freedom from in- 
carceration.” 

The ruling by the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals comes after the coun- 
ty mounted a $5.2 million 


challenge to a 2016 class 
action lawsuit brought by 
indigent defendants, whose 
lawyers argued their clients 
ended up in “wealth-based 
detention,” often entering 
guilty pleas to get out of jail, 
while those with money 
could post cash bail and 
resume their lives pending 
trial. 

“It’s a huge deal that the 
5th Circuit, one of the most 
conservative courts which 
is often the ultimate decid- 
er for this region, supports 
the finding of the district 
court,” said state Sen. John 
Whitmire, D-Houston, an 
longtime proponent of bail 
reform. “I just plead with 

County continues on A10 


Explanations on tourism firing in short supply 


Turner distances self from ouster 
but says he supports the decision 


By Paul Takahashi 
and Mike Morris 


Officials offered few 
explanations Wednes- 
day on their move to oust 
Houston’s convention and 
tourism bureau chief or 
what they have in mind for 
the now leaderless Hous- 
ton First Corp., which is 


charged with promoting 
the nation’s fourth most- 
populous city to tourists 
and conventioneers. 
Mayor Sylvester Turner 
distanced himself from the 
dismissal but said he sup- 
ported the decision behind 
it. Dawn Ullrich was re- 
lieved of her duties as pres- 
ident and CEO on Tuesday 


after announcing plans last 
week to retire Dec. 31. 

“Tt was unfortunate, but 
I wish Dawn well,” Turner 
said during a press confer- 
ence. “She’s been with the 
city a long time, and she’s 
been a dedicated servant 
to the city of Houston. But, 
ultimately, I support the 
decision of the board.” 

Last week, Turner had 
commended Ullrich, a 40- 
year city employee, for her 
service. 


Dawn 
Ullrich had 
announced 
her plans 
to retire on 
Dec. 31. 


Houston First chair- 
man David Mincberg, 
who dismissed Ullrich on 
Tuesday without a board 
vote, called Ullrich a “fine 
employee” who had done 
a “fine job,” but he refused 


to answer whether her per- 
formance played a factor in 
her dismissal. 

“We are focused on not 
having any downtime and 
moving the organization 
and the city of Houston 
forward,” Mincberg said. 
“That’s my answer.” 

Houston First’s board 
of directors, scheduled to 
meet Thursday, plans to 
move expeditiously to fill 
the leadership vacuum and 

Ullrich continues on A10 
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Prosecutor fired 


The District Attorney’s 
Office fired a recently 
hired prosecutor for 
allegedly lying about 
being convicted. PAGE A3 


Marlene Bovell 


Godofredo A. Vasquez / Houston Chronicle 
Amy Graham and James Spicer hold hands as chaplain Spencer Littlejohn 
officiates at their wedding at Champion Forest Baptist Church Wednesday. 


After years of living on streets, 
couple says ‘I Do’ in fresh start 


Valentine’s Day 
wedding follows 
20-year romance 


By Alyson Ward 


The bride wore floral- 
print leggings and a tur- 
quoise T-shirt dress with 
beaded flats she bought for 
the occasion. 

The groom wore khakis 
and a red-and-blue striped 
shirt. 
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It was the culmination 
of a 20-year romance that 
started on the ground out- 
side a Mexican restaurant 
closed for remodeling, 
where the couple had hud- 
dled behind construction 
fencing to spend the night. 

“We both kind of woke 
up, I don’t know, 6:30, 7 in 
the morning,” Amy Gra- 
ham recalled Wednes- 
day. “We rolled over and 
looked at each other and I 
just smiled at him. He said, 


‘Will you marry me?” 
Since then, Graham 
and James Spicer have 
lived in tents, camping in 
wooded areas along FM 
1960 in northwest Houston. 
They’ve done odd jobs and 
held signs at intersections 
to get by. They've gotten 
sporadic hot showers and 
frequent help from friends. 
But with the help of the 
nonprofit HOPE Haven, 
their lives are changing. 
Couple continues on A10 
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